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FOR THE MAGAZINE. On this subject we shill only ask ‘ W. B.’ 
ee one question. How can n\n “reap corruption” 
UNITARIAN CONSISTENCY. of the “flesh” in an incorrytible sparctabbody? 
In the Franklin Post and Christian Freeman, | See 1 Cor. xv. 42—54 inclsive. 
Aug. 29, 1826, is an article signed ‘ W. B.’ EXTRAC 
written by one, who, if we mistake not, is the} «put in regard to the future cysequences of virtue 
author of ‘Six Sermons’ on the doctrines of} on the one hand, and of vice on } other, the gospel | 
Unitarianism. We are much surprised to find | scems to be explicit: far more so than the law of Mo-| 
such strange inconsistencies in the production | ses; and in this consists, in grea- part, its superior ex- 
of one who holds so high a rank among “ration- | ellence and glory.” 
al and liberal” christians.—A few extracts fol- 
low, with remarks. We have heretofore bem in the habit of be- 
; EXTRACT! lieving that the “superior «cellence and glory” | 
“It (the Gospel) shows us that the same state of /Of the gospel consisted vry much in making 
mind, which contributes to our happiness on earth, will} more clear displays of tie love and goodness 
also render us happy in heaven; and that those passions, |of God, and in bringing ‘life and immortality to: 
‘which are attended with misery here, will yield the light.” But it seems wi have labored under a: 


same bitter fruits hereafter.’ . : F ; : { 
“« « Godliness is profitable unto all things, having the mistake: and this glory and excellence consists 


promise of the life that now is, and of that which is to in teaching that those vho are so unfortunate: 
come.’ Here it seems to be plainly implied that the|@8 to be sinful in this life, shall be eternally | 
advantages or happy fruits of godliness are not limited| miserable. It is this, w: presume, which makes | 


to this world; they extend to the future. But if ungod-| the gospel “the ministntion of life;” being so. 


liness and wickedness will be followed with the same a: lori the “ministration of | 
happy state in the future life, then I see not with what abel dak onlay — | 


“on Ee : : : 
propriety godliness is said to be profitable unto all death,” which was sileit on this point. 
things. Its profit is, on this supposition, limited to this EXTRACT: 
life; and impiety and vice have the same promise of| <I see not but that he denial of future rewards 
that which is to come.’ . and punishments removes ill, or nearly all, the motives 
REMARKS: to virtue and holiness.”’ 


Here is most charming consistency. First REMARKS: 
we are told that godliness in heaven will have| The love of God then is ne motive to holi- 
the same effect that it has on earth: it will 
make its possessor happy. Then we are in- 
formed that godliness on earth will make its 
possessor happy both here and hereafter. ‘This 
is the fair conclusion to be drawn from these 
two extracts. But if godliness on earth entitle 
its possessor to endless happiness, what effect 
willbe produced by godliness in heaven? Will 
it make its possessor miserable? No one is so 
simple asto believe it. Will it make him hap- 
py? No: because his godliness on earth has 
secured his eternal happiness. It can then} Can this be the sober opinion of ‘ W. B.’? 
produce no effect whatever: and it is a useless| or was he beside himself when he wrote? If 
commodity. This is a very consoling idea to} we might hazard a guess on the subject, we 
those, to whom it is so much trouble to be god-| should suggest the possibility that some good 
ly: to those, who would on noaccount be god-| Calvinistic brother had just before charged 
ly, were it not for the fear of eternal torment. | him with the abominable heresy of Universal- 


REMARE: 


No: nothing less than the hope ef eternal hap- 


and holiness.” ; 
erful as the fear of a burning hell. Man will 
be very godly, when he has fell before his 


But 


fast and pray, and be marvellousy pious. 


God to his face. 


If such persons can only secure their endless} ism: and in his zeal to convince the world that , 


| 


| 


happiness, we presume it will be a great relie!|he has some remains of godliness in him, he 
to them, to dispense with godliness. made the strange remarks we have noticed. 
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ness; the comfort and peace cf mind, which iS} as here described. 
afforded by a clear conscience, is no motive. | 


piness. is sufficient to stimulate nan to ‘‘virtue | 
But this is not quite so pow- | 


eyes; he will serve God night and day: he will, 
that mankind are at least as hkely to run mad 
remove hell from his sight, and he would curse | 


‘NO. 2, 


FOR THE MAGAZINE. 


SPIRIT OF FALSE RELIGION. 


‘Ephraim feedeth on wind, and followeth after the 
east wind.’’—-Hosea xii. 1. 


This ‘figurative. expression describes, witl 
singular felicity, that species of religion which 
the tribe of Ephraim attempted to subsist on.~ 
It appears, from the prophecy of Hosea, that 
Ephraim had lately joined himself to idols, and 
engaged in their worship with so much devot- 
edness, that for a while God let him alone; 
and the description given of his peculiar exer- 
cises, in this season-of abandonment, is very 
instructive. The Lord represents the people 
as spending their time in “sacrificing upon the 
tops of the mountains, burning incense upon 
the hills, and building many altars to sin’; and 
he reproves their mistaken zeal, by reminding 
them that he “desired mercy and not sacrifice, 
and the knowledge of God more than burnt 
offerings.”” The case was thus: there was a 
remarkable stir among them, and much was 
done about religion. If we imagine to our- 
selves a whole people forsaking the real busi- 
ness of life and overlooking the eternal duties 
of charity, truth and sober knowledge of God, 
all crowding away, not indeed to scenes of fes-- 
tivity and riot, but to their places of sacrifice, 
we shall have a pretty correct idea of Ephraim, 
We must remember, how- 
ever, that all this awakening was in favor of 
idolatry, and all this new but flaming devotion 
was inspired by the genius of heathenism. We 
are, perhaps, too ready to regard every excite- 
ment on religion as holy and divine; forgetting 
that there are different religions, of opposite 
characters, the false as well as the true; and 


after the former, as to engage understandingly 
in the latter. 

The substance of which Ephraim’s religion 
consisted, was, it seems, like wind. This was 


‘what the people, in their enthusiasm, fed on; 


and as though it were delicious to their tastes, 
they followed after it. Empty food! It might 


‘indeed puff them up fora while, and then leave 


them exhausted, sinking under the debility it 
had produced. Accordingly, God said to them, 
“Your goodness is as a morning cloud, and as 
the early dew it goeth away.”’ He who féeds 


But how does this agree with the other state- 


Such conduct reminds us of a remark of, 


ment that the ‘same state of mind which con-| Dean Swift. He says that John, (Calvin) in on wind, may grow wild and visionary, and thus 
j i j . . . ! nae ¥ os +e * wer é 
tributes to our happiness on earth will also ren- removing the ornaments of his coat, (Religion) acquire the momentary vigor of a delirium; 


der us happy in heaven’? Godliness is so far| studied not so much to make his own coat look; but such strength is generally irregular as a 


sition that godliness on earth entitles its posses-| goyjd, Lucivsi 
sor to endjess happiness. 

If‘ W. B.’ will examine the matter closely, 
he may possibly perceive that the apostle in- 
tended to say simply this—That godliness pro- | @B MON, delivere 
duces happiness wherever it is possessed—in | By Benjamin Whittemore, pastor. 
heaven as wellas on earth. 

To prove a “future retribution’—  W. B.’ 
quotes the words of Paul—“‘Whatsoever a man (Me.) Fete emetiak on Toxt: 
soweth, that shall healso reap: for he that sow- 2 Sam. xv: 4, ‘“‘O that I were made Judge in the 
eth to his flesh, shall of the flesh reap corrup-|jana!*— The other, Text Jobn v. 28, 29, ‘Marvel not 
tion; but he that soweth to the spirit, shall of |at this: for the hour is coming,’ &c.—Pyico 12 1-2 cents 
the spirit reap everlasting life.” each, 


ust Published and for Sale at this Office, ‘‘A SER- 
delivered in Scituate, Mass, March 7, 1827. 
Text, ‘Submit 
will flee from you,’’ James iv. 7. Price 12 1-2 cents. 


“We have received from Br. Cobb, of Waterville, 


yourselves therefore, to God. -Resist the devil, and he | 


from producing this effect in heaven, that it} wel], as to make it look as different from Pe-| flying cloud, and seldom more lasting than the 


can produce no effect whatever, on the suppo-| toys, (the Pope of Rome,) as he possibly, 


dew. 

It would be difficult to find a more appro- 
priate metaphor than the prophet has used, to 
indicate the internal operation of false religion, 
especially of the old heathen kind. It was of 
so mystical and vaporish a nature that they 
who deeply imbibed its spirit, generally betray- 
ed, in their unnatural demeanor, the disordered 
state of their imaginations. Were people duly 
aware that those sudden impressions, extraor- 
dinary fervors, and the thousand fantastic emo- 
tions which characterize what is now called a 
revival, were all abundantly experienced under 
thre 


lthe ancient idolatrous worship, e extrava- 


7 


. 


6 


chief power consists. 


of the place. 


gance# would soon be better understood, and 
loose that public veneration, in which their 
When the old heathen 
fanatics stood in their temples, before the al- 
tars of their gods, they were often seized, ona 
sudden, with a sort of enthusiasm, which they 
took for a supernatural impulse of the divinity 
They thought the influence 


B , a Calvinist prezher who has been 
‘holding forth’ to the¢itizens of Newport, 
(Herkimer co.) for sontime past. Hereafter 
we may notice this felle as he deserves. At 
present, we shall only «ve to the public a short 
catalogue of some of b expressions, in addres- 
sing a respectable cegregation, at different 
\times, and then let th sensible part of commu- 


which inspired them must be direct from heav-|nity judge for themsves, with respect to his 
en, because it was very strange, and seemed |\character as a miniver of the Gospel, and a 


involuntary on their part; but the real occasion 
of it all, was, they had fed on wind and grown 
Sometimes the mysterious agi- 
tation on their spirits was evinced by wild and 
antic gestures, and sometimes by fixed melan- 
In either case, they were revered by 
the awe-struck crowd, as the chosen sub- 
jects of a divine operation; and the watch- 
ful priests neglected no means to cherish a com- 
mon sentiment which was so favorable to their 
cause, and gave them so fearful a command 


light-headed. 


choly. 


over the public mind. 


When the heathens had thus degraded their 
gods by referring to them the morbid excite- 


ments of our nature, other fanatics, as they 
arose, followed their example. 


which seem the work of an internal agency 


distinct from our own, as the immediate act of} and shake you till you vould howl. 


Most of the 
Mahommedan sects, according to the accounts 
of travellers, look upon secret agitations, ab- 
sorbing transports, and the various sensations 


Christian. ‘ 

Addressing himsf directly to the audience, 
he says, “you willjo to hell, and I am glad of 
it! I thank God tht he has made a hell for you! 
If you were to gto heaven, you would only 
quarrel with theaints, and you are not fit to 
be on earth, yezought to go hell now//—O, 
you wretches ! youserpents! you vipers; noth- 
ing is too bad fix yotto do, you would not hesi- 
tate to murder your ellow creatures, and wash 
your hands in their harts’ blood.” 

In another sermon ie says, ‘“‘Another set of 
such wretches, canno be found this side of 
hell; ransack, (or rake hell to its lowest regions, 
and you cannot find kings so wicked as this 
place affords. You wald fight God Almighty! 
What do you think yor young arms can do 
towards contending agdnst the great Jehovah? 
Why he would”? (suiting he action tothe phrase) 
“take your soul between his thumb and finger, 
He will 


their Prophet or their God; and in these vaga-|sct his feet upon your jecks, and stamp you 


ries they place the chief excellence of vital re- 
mr It is somewhat wonderful that people 
who reflect at all, should take the extraordina- 
ry movements which attend our modern reviv- 
als, for the peculiarities of the Holy Spirit, 
when they know that those exercises are found 
in their greatest perfection, among such as 
either reject the christian name with horror, or 
are generally acknowledged unworthy of it.— 
Among the latter class we may mention the 
Shakers, the Cochranites, and two or three 
sects which occasionally appear under the bor- 
rowed name of Methodists, and which may be 


down to hell,” [stamping yiolently.| In preach- 
ing from the text, “Gd is love;” he says, 
‘*God in his love created an endless hell; it is 
God’s pure love that will send sinnersthere; and 
it is God’s love that will keep them there to all 
eternity. Unitarians and Universalists are no 
more ehristians thin the devils in hell.”? Here 
a number of respectable ladies, and I believe 
gentlemen, rose and left the house. While 
they were going, he exclaimed, ‘there the ser- 
ents go! See the vipers run.” 

At another time he says, “The best of you 
stink in the nos of the Almighty. When I tell 


considered as the more inflammatory dregs of|you the truth, you squirm like a nest of snakes, 


that order of Christians. All these fanatics 
have the same notion of experimental religion 
which the ancient heathens entertained; and 
the mysterious impulses of both may be ac- 


counted for in the same way as the madness of! as the devils,” says he, ‘and all you lack of| 


Ephraim. 
[t is a curious fact that nearly all the sys- 
tems of false religion have agreed in one thing, 


‘lady, he called her a liar, 


| wae fire throwr amongst them.” In another 
discourse, he called them adders, and said, ‘if 


Jesus Christ were in the pulpit you would sting | 


him to death. Youare worse than (or as bad) 


being complete devils, is to have your throats 


cut and sent tohell.” In falking with a young 


and another a blas- 


viz. to represent the Deity as making the most | phemer, merely for answering him civilly, to 
immediate display of himself among mankind, | improper and uncivil questions. And because 
in those emotions which are so like the exercis-|a boy happened to make some little noise while 
es of a heated imagination that the description | he was at prayer, he called upon the Almighty 


of ene answers for the other. 


work of the Lord, and rejoice in it as a prom-| 
ising case, till a little physie blasted all their! 
expectations by restoring the subject to him-! 
self. Marcus. 
: 


From the (Buffalo, N.Y.) Gospel Advocate. 


The following extract from the Utica Magazine will | 
show the course pursued by revivalists in the state of | 
New-York. We blush to record such depravity—but | 
as faithful chroniclers of passing events we deem it our | 
iuty, however unpleasant the task may be. This Mr. | 
B.. with a host of others of the same ‘stamp are those | 
whoge infamous proceedings are tolerated, vindicated 
and supporied by the Presbytery, through the medium 
Mf their mouth piece the Wesiern Recorder. 


Mr. Editor —I observed in your paper of 


Apri 7th, a notice of an expression of Mr. 


I have known ‘to pour out his wrath upon him. 
some well experienced judges, of the orthudox | 
kind, mistake a fit of derangement fora special | 


| the public. 


But enough. 
We might fill sheets with the same kind of 
senseless and fulsome jargon dealt out by this 
man, in the plenitude of his infuriated zeal. But 
we forbear at present.—We shall notice him 
occasionally while he lingers about New- 
port, and spread his sayings and doings before 
Rvszicus, 
g can all be substantiated by the 
R 


N. B.—The fort 
most respectable 


€ DIED 
In Charlestown, on the 9th instant, Ralph Winslow, 
youngest child of Mr. Cummings and Mrs. Mary Jew- 
ett, aged 3 years and 6 months. 3 
How sweetly sleeps the smiling flower, 
Born but to blossom and decay; 
O God! how solemn was the hoar, 
When the blest spirit fled away. 
May angels watch around thy bed, 
And Jesus his kind mercy shew; 
*Till God shall bid thy body rise, 
And bloom were lasting lillies grow 


oc 
— 
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FOR THE MAGAZINE, 


ORTHODOXY UNMASKED. 


The following extract from Professor Stuart's 
Election Sermon seems to require some re- 
marks, sh 

“On similar grounds, men, who avow principles 
which render null all obligation by an oath, either an 
oath of office, or one for the purpose of legal testimony » 
ought to be subjected to the disability which this cre- 
ates. All who deny the doctrine of future retribution 
for crimes committed in the present world, do plainly, 
in the eye ofreason, incur a disability of sach a nature. 
Persons of this class, fall below the very heathen, in 


4 


their religious sentiments; for most of the Pagans have . 


always admitted, in some form or other, the doctrine 
of punishment in the world to come for crimes commit- 
ted in the present life. There can be no possible sanc- 
tion to the oath of a man, who rejects all future pun- 


ishment; and it is palpably a mere mockery of all the 


forms of justice, and of all the -rational principles of 


true liberty, to admit those to the privileges of an oath 


who deny that God will judge the earth, and reward 
men hereafter according to their works.”? 

In this paragraph the preacher informs the 
public, Ist. That if he did not fear, as pagans 
do, punishment in the future state, he would 
perjure himself; and that it would be a mere 
mockery of all the forms of justice, and of all 
the rational principles of true liberty, to admit 
him to the privileges on oath! , 

Qdly. That no god, except the one in which 
the heathen believe, who will torment his crea- 
tures in the future state, is worthy to be sworn 
by ! 

3dly. That it is consistent, with justice and 
the principles of true liberty, to hold out to men, 
who do not believe in this heathen doctrine of 
punishment in the future world, the privileges 
of oaths, if they will, before proper authorities, 
deny their honest belief! 


Athly. The Rev. Professor, in the above pa-_ 
ragraphy informs the christian public, that the 


religion of Jesus Christ would be entirely in- 
efficient to render his disciples honest people, 
if it did not embrace the old pagan doctrine of 
|future retribution! and, 

| 5thly. This orthodox clergyman, in the fore- 
going extract, informs the public, that there is 
‘not an individual saint of God in the world, who 
\believes in. orthodox sentiments, that ought to 
be allowed his oath, either for his induction into 
office, or for the purpose of legalizing his testi- 
‘mony, as all such saints do not believe that they 
| shall be punished in the future state ! 

| The above extract involves many more ab- 
| surdities; but those which are here noticed are 
abundantly sufficient to condemn its senti- 
ments, 


iorThe Sermon; in which the above subject was more fully noticed 
by Mr. Ballou last Sabbath morning, willbe published in a few days. 


——— 


FOR PHE MAGAZINE, 


A MISTAKE CORRECTED. 


In the MagazineNo. 48,vol.8,is a piece entitl+ 
ed Refined Orthodowy, signed H. bs. It is there 
stated, that, “Our ifopkimsian doctors have 
discovered that our heavenly Father will even- 
tually save as many of the human family, as 
will contribute to his own glory and the gener- 
al good of the universe.” ‘This is correet.— 
But it is added. “They have also found out 
the fact, that the glory of God and the greatest 
good of the universe require, that far the great- 
est part of the human race Should be forever 
sinful and miserable.” This is a mistake.— 
Calvinists and others may believe so, but Hop- 
kinsians do not. Hopkinsians may believe that 
“the greatest partof thehuman race” which heve 
been on earth, may be “forever sinful & misera- 

'ble.” But they believe that “Our heayenly 


- 
— 


(ocean 


Father will eventually save” much the great- 


that it was his purpose, that a number of them, 
should fall into sin, and sink to mever-ending 
wretchednéss, they would all have said amen, 
so let it be; the will of God be done. And 
so long as they continued thus to acquiesce in 
the divine purpose, they would have continued 
holy and happy. But as soon as the divine 
purpose took effect upon their hearts and they 
were changed into devils, they would withdraw 
their allegiance, and refuse to apumpye of the 
benevolent purpose of God. What consola- 
tion can the reprobate angels draw from the 
divine benevolence, now? The only way for 


est part of the human race. So, Dr. Samuel 
Hopkins, whose system Hopkinsian doctors 
profess to follow, has written. He supposes 
that in the mellennium, such vast numbers will 
be saved, that finally, those who will be lost, 
when compared with the redeemed, will be in 
some such proportion, as the criminals executed 
in the state are to the whole number of inhabi- 
tants: perhaps not one in a hundred thousand. 
We should give to every man his due. Hop- 
' kinsians will deny the statement made by H. 
‘B.. But, then there will be the same difficulty 
remaining, to reconcile the endless sin and,them is, to consider how much more God is 
misery of a small part of mankind with the/|glorified by their being reprobate, hateful and 
goodness of God. Hopkinsians_believe that|miserable devils, then be elect, \loving, and 
God is able to change every sinner’s heart ina happy angels of glory. ‘This consideration 
moment, and bestow eternal life, of his free should give the devils some joy, to think, how 
grace. Hence the grand reason why God will God is glorified, that is happified, by their be- 
not change every sinner, is, his own glory and coming his miserable enemies. They should 
“the greatest good of the universe.’? Hop- reflect that were they to have continued holy 
kinsians suppose that as sin and misery now, and happy in heaven, where they were first 
exist, under the perfect government of God, it made, the God of glory, would have had a dark 
may always exist, for the same purpose. They cloud of gloom, spread over his divine mind, 
suppose that the scriptures support such asen- and his lovely wrath, and emiable vengeance, 
timent. | would not have shone forth in such splendor to 
But if they could be persuaded to believe all eternity. 
that the Scirptures contain no such doctrine, | Not only so, but the devils should reflect, 
‘they would rejoice to believe in the salvation that the elect angels in heaven will now have 
of all men: at least, those of them who love their joys greatly increased, by this fall-and be 
their enemies with good will, and their neigh- more holy and happy to all eternity, on account 
bors as themselves. (of the rebellion and misery of their once pure 
It is presumed, that ‘“Hopkinsian doctors,” and happy companions. Whereas, had the 
are puzzled to reconcile the goodness of God ‘devils continued obedient to their Maker, and 
‘with his determination to make souls on pur- retained their honorable and happy standing at 
pose for endless sin and misery. They do be-| God’s right hand, in heavenly places, it would 
lieve that God makes some to hate with an ev- have prevented the increased holiness and hap- 
erlasting hatred, as well as others to love with pimess of that glorious mansion. Now, why 
an everlasting love. The great question is, Should not the devils draw some consolation 
how could “an evil being” determine to treat from these reflections? Why may they not be 
creatures worse, than to bring them into exist- 4s happy in being reprobate devils, as elect 
tence totally depraved, and by all the means in angels? As it is Supposed, that they connot 
his power fit them for endless sin and misery? alter the purpose of the Almighty, it seems rea- 
How is God gocd in making such creatures? sonable that they should make the best of their 
How are such creatures bound to love a God, condition. i 
who has no love to them? © Hopkinsians will: So among mankind, Dr. Hopkins thinks it is 
plead that the reason why God. will not save wisest and best, that some should be reprobates, 
sinners is, because sinners will not love God, born with sinful natures, and doomed to.end- 
who hates them, and has created them with less woe. God, he says, loves them with ben- 
hearts full of hatred to himself. Can a child be evolence. He really desires their holiness and 
‘under obligation to love a parent, who has no happiness, in themselves considered, But as 
love to his child? If God requires his crea- it would not be’ so much for God’s glory and 
iures to love him, when he has no love to. happiness, and the joy and felicity of the saints, 
them, but has determined to make them wick- to save all men from sin and misery, as to make 
ed and miserable forever, does he not require and keep multitudes wicked and miserable to 
them to be better than he is himself? Wet) all eternity, therefore he will not change them 
Hopkinsians consider these things. S. T. |by his spirit, and save them by Christ. God 
loves the reprobate with the same good will, he 
does the elect. He chooses one, and refuses 
another, not because of any thing done by them, 
but because, so it seemeth good in his sight. 
God would be glad to save all, if he could, con- 
sistently with his own greatest glory, and the 
highest happiness of his eternal kingdom. A 
rlories of 


FOR THE MAGAZINE. 


THE CONSOLATIONS OF A REPROBATE. 


According to Hopkinsian sentiments, God is 
love, and loves all his creatures, even fallen 
angels and reprobate men. sod loves them | dark cloud would veil the respendat 
all alike, with the love of benevolence or good |the God-head, were he to save all 
will, and ifit were best, all things considered, | sin, and make them holy and ha 
he would make them all holy, and saabaipeisat 8 Christ. The redeemed 
happy. But as there would not redound 50 men, would not have such exalte 
much glory to God, nor be so much holiness |extatic joys, were all their fell sinners 
nor happiness in the universe, were all to be brought to repentance, and admitted to partake 
sayed, as a part, God chooses to reprobate and|of the joys of Christ’s salvation, fence to 
cast off alarge portion of his rational depend-| promote the greatest possible sum of holiness 

ant creatures, to suffer endless misery. and happiness among God’s intelligent crea- 

This plan, Dr. Hopkins thinks all holy crea-}tures, a part, yea, the greatest part of those 

itures heartily approve, because it is God’s}who have been on earth, have gone to never, 
‘wise and sovereign will it should beso. Hence, |never ending wretchedness. God and Christ 
ithe Dr, supposes, that had God made known to and all holy beings love and pity the poor crea- 
| holy angels, before any of them become devils, tures, but none may afford them deliverance, 
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for this would greatly diminish the happiness 
of God and Christ, and all holy elect creatures. 
Such is the very best reason, Hopkinsians can 
give, for the system of doctrine, which they 
suppose is revealed in the Bible. They take 
it for granted, that endless sin and misery is a 
bible truth. So they have been taught to read 
and understand the Scripture. They believe 
God can do allhis pleasure. Hence, they sup- 
pose, that if God could -consistently with the 
highest happiness of the Universe save all men, 
he would do it. He chooses, therefore, all 
things considered, to create wicked, and con- 
demn eternally, a part of his rational crea- 
tures. 

Now, supposing all this to be true, how shall 
the reprobate find consolation? Will it not be 
best to acquiesce in what they cannot prevent? 
Let such a person, then, say to himself, if God 
can consistently save me, he will do it. If he 
cannot save me, I must be damned. Well, 
since God pities me, and would save me, if he 
could, but cannot, I will pity God, and rejoice 
that he does as well ashe can; and who can do 
better? Since saints are joyful in my condem- 
nation, I will be so too. So that I will make 
my hell, as happy for me, as their heaven is for 
them. Whocan blame me for this? We are 
creatures of habit. By reconciling myself to 
be a reprobate, if God pleases, I may become 
so well satisfied with God’s loving me as a re- 
probate, that I shall be as happy, as the elect. 
Certainly, being willing to be damned, (if 
God pleases) will make me holy and happy as 
angels in heaven—Amen. ie 
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REV. DR. BEECHER’S LETTER. 


Our readers doubtless recollect the Extract 
of Dr. Beecher’s Letter to Rev. Mr. Nettleton, 
published in the 43d No. of the last Volume of 
our paper. Dr. Beecher has lately published 
another letter in the Evening Gazette of this 
city, in° which he admits the genuineness of 
that Extract, but asserts that it cannot be truly 
understood without some other paragraphs, sent, 
as he says, at the same time to Mr. Nettleton. 
The following is Dr. B’s communication to the 
Gazette: 

“Bosron, JUNE 14, 1827. 
Mr, CLarp, 

Sir,—The following extract is a part of certain com- 
munieations, made, by me to the Rev. Mr. Nettleton, 
an extract from which has, I perceive, been republish- 
ed in your paper of June 2. As one part of these commu- 
nications has been surreptitiously published and without 
the explanations which attended it, and which are em- 
braced in the extract below, it has been insinuated by 
some to imply en my part, a secret hostility to revivals 
of religion in one part of the church, while, for sinister 
purposes, I was employed in promoting them in anoth- 


er part. Icannot doubt that you will take pleasure in 
doing me the justice to publish the extract, without 


which, Mr. Nettleton himself, no more than the public 
could understand my meaning. 
I aim, respectfully your’s 
Lyman BEeAcHER. 


An extract from certain communications to the Rev. 
Mr. Nettleton, a part of which has been surrepti 
iiously published. 

‘ ft is some time since I have been rejoicing in the 
revivals of the West,—the beginning, as I had hoped, of a 
new era in revivals, in respect to their rapidity and 
universality. I had began to anticipate, as the result, 
such a pow er of moral sentiment in the west, as in al- 
liance with New-England and other partsiof the chureh 
might ere long raise a rampart around -the Sabbath 


all 


and check the burning tide of intemperance, and the 
progress of heresy and error. 

it is not until recently that a rumour has floated on 
the breeze to excite solicitude:—But first, by a para- 
graph in the Christian Register, I was alarmed; and 
vinee, by unquestionable information from eye-witnes- 
seo, and friends of the work, my fears have been great- 
ly increased, that Satan, as usual, is plotting to dis- 
honor a work, which he cannot withstand. 

» lam sensible that the truth cannot be brought to bear 
simultaneously upon the conscience of an extended 
community, without producing strong feeling, and pro- 

~ ducing and justifying extraordinary efiorts to obtain and 
to communicate religious instruction, by meetings of in- 
creased frequency; and I am not afraid of poverty or 
farnine from any efforts which men will make to save 
their souls. 

I am persuaded, too, from the close alliance between 
the moral and social movements of our nature, that 
some degree of imperfection and indiscretion may be as 
mseparable from a sudden and powerful revival of reli- 
gion, as from every other sudden and powerful move- 
ment of human feeling: and I am utterly fearless of 
any of the ordinary defects of a revival, on which the 
enemies of religion hang all their hopes of succesful op- 
position. We might as well object to commerce or 
agriculture, until the entire business of a nation shall 
be by every man performed with perfect discretion, as 
to condemn revivals of religion, because imperfect and 
sinful beings, when strongly and justly excited, are not 
perfect in discretion. 

No man appreciates more highly than I do, the im- 
portance of ardent, powerful, and fearless preaching, 
as a means of promoting revivals of religion; or would 
deprecate more than Ishould, a cold-bearted, timid 
prudence, which would extinguish zeal, and weaken the 
power of holy men, when they are unrestrained by the 
love of Christ and the terror of the Lord. 

But the more important revivals of religion are, the 
more should we deprecate all needlegs repellances in 
the manner of conducting them, and the deeper the 
wave of public feeling, which is rolled up by the breath 
of the Almighty, the greater is the danger, and the 
more injurious the eflect of mismanagement. 

Revivals include usually but a small portion of the 
entire community, and are destined often to experience 
a ré-action when they have passed by. The world 
attempting to regain its lost dominion, and with a dis- 
position to take ample recompence for past annoyance 
and self-denial,—-with little eflect, however, if the re- 
vival has not overstepped the bounds of reai propriety, 
but with tremendous reaction if it has.’ 

This extract, written and sent simultaneously with 
the one surreptitiously published, will convince, { doubt 
not, all persons of liberal feelings and charitable dis- 
positions, that [have not been actinga part so unwor- 
thy my profession, and I hope I may add, s0 inconsis- 
tent with my antecedent reputation, as some persons 
less charitably disposed have been too ready to sug- 

est.”” ; 

What Dr. Beecher meant by publishing such 
a communication in order to explain the letter 
“surreptitiously published,” we know not. He 
says it has been insinuated by some that the Ex- 
tract afforded evidence of his secret hostility to 
revivals. Now we discover no such evidence, 
nor have we ever suspected that any body 
would draw such aconclusion. What the Ex- 
tract shews, and what it was inserted in our pa- 
per for, is this: that Dr. Beecher, in secret, 
can talk of revivals, the work of Ged, &c. as 


being things that may be opposed whenever he | 


and his friends find they de not operate as they 
wish; and that the Dr. does not believe there 
is any thing sacred or divine in‘such excite- 
ments. His language shews that he, in lity, 
looks on these sfirs as got up by clerical zeal 
& that they are to be “managed” & kept alive or 
quashed, just as their authors think best. 


wonderful, the Dr.’s explanatory communica- 
tion in the Gazette confirms the same appear- 
ance. 

We hare a word to say to Dr. Beecher: If 
he informs his people that his revirals are things 
of human 

«. as he 


- 
. € Ae is 


public, writes in-his confidential commu- 
; j 


an honest man. 


Re 
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this is discoverable in the extract; and what is! 


But if | 
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he stands up in his pulpit with a solemn face, 
and asserts before heaven that he knows those 
stirs to be the special work of God, and that to 
oppose them is to blaspheme the Holy Ghost, 
we have not a phrase strong enough to express 
our abhorrence of his conduct. 

Editors of U. Magazine. 
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The parting of the Three Indian Friends. 
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When shall we three meet again— 
When shall we three meet again? 
Oft shall glowing hope expire,— 
Oft shall wearied love retire— 

Oft shall death and sorrow reign, 
E’er we three meet again. 


Though in distant lands we sigh, 
Parch’d beneath a hostile sky; 
Though the deep between us rolls, 
Friendship shall unite our souls— 
And in faney’s wide domain 

Oft we three shall meet again. 


When those burnish’d locks are grey, 
Thinn’d by many a toil spent day, 
When around this youthful pine, 
Moss may creep and ivy twine; 
Long, may this lov’d bower remain, 
E’er we three shall meet again. 


When the dreams of life are fled— 
When its wasting lamps are dead,— 
When in cold oblivion’s shade 
Beauty, wealth, and fame are laid, 
Where immortat spirits reign, 

May we all three meet again, 


olor 
The meeting of the Three Indian Friends. 


Parted many a toil spent year, 
Pledg’d in youth to memory dear; 
Still to friendship’s magnet true, 
We our social joys renew,—- 
Bound by love’s unsever’d chain, 
Here onearth we meet again, 


But our bower sunk by decay, 
Wasting time has swept away,— 

And this youthful evergreen, 

Lopped by death no more is seen; 
Bleak the winds sweep o’er the plain, 
Where in age we meet again. 


Many a friend we us’d to greet 
Here on earth no more we meet: 
Oft the funeral kne}l has rung, 
Many a heart has sorrow stung, 
Since we parted on this plain, 
Fearful ne’er to meet again. 


Worn with toil and spent with years, 
Soon we quit this vale of tears, 

And these hoary locks be laid 

Low in cold oblivion’s shade: 

But aints and angels reign, 
Ww to meet again. 


Spri ss. 1827. 
“NOTICE. 
| Br. H. Ballou of Boston, and Br. L. May- 


inard of Medway, will exchange pulpit services 


jthe 2d Sabbath in July nest. 


— 35 


ic We are happy to state that Br. Russell 


management, he taiks to them in} Streeter has received and accepted the call of 


the Universalist Society in Newton, to become 
its Pastor 
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RELIGION. $ 
There are times and seasons in which every 


one is given to reflection, In those hours we 
are either iis a aihay by our consciences, or are 
stung by the bitter feelings of remorse, and it is 
in those hours that we feel most sensibly and 
value most highly the blessings of religion. 

It is a great and common error into which 
men have fallen, that religion is gloomy. It is 
the very contrary; it throws a cheerfulness 
over every thing; it heightens the enjoyment of 


every pleasure, and sooths the anguish of eve-_ 


ry pain. When a man is worn out by the toils 
and. troubles, which every day brings a5 
with it, when his family and friends, and 
those whom he held dear to him, have been 
snatched away by the hand of death, when in 
looking around him, he cannot find a ray of 
true love and friendship beaming in the coun- 
tenance of any one; ’tis then he experiences 
the benefits of religion, ’tis then he seeks the 
repose of his closet, and holds communion with 
his God, ’tis then, when bereaved of every 
friend on earth, he looks to heaven and there 
beholds a Friend who will never desert him.— 
With it, you are independent of the world 
without it you are a slave to the changes and 
chances of fortune. It is a source of happiness 
to its yotary, whether walking the sequestered 
vale of life, or visiting the busy walks of fash- 
ion. Who that has languished in sickness and 
despondency in a foreign land, who that has 
pined on the weary bed far from home, and the 


scenes of his youth, with no well known coun- - 


tenance to visit him, and no hand to smooth his 
pillow and minister to his wants, but that of a 
stranger; who that has been in such a situation 
but has felt the want, or experienced the bene- 
fits of religion? It is an ornament to youth, a 
support to old age, a solace in solitude and a 
comfort in affliction. It possesses a charm 
which looses none of its lustre from the lapse of 
time, and brightens as it looms on the ocean of 
eternity.—Salem Gaz. 


— 3¢ oe 
To Correspondents. 


P—’s Communication is on a subject which 
we should judge hardly worth the while to 
take up. 


Mr. Charles F. Joy to Miss Eliza F. Williams. 
Mr. Ira Allen to Miss Mehitable 8. Cleasby. 

Mr. Samuel Batchelder to Miss Eliza Moulton. 
Mr. Robert Uook to Miss Sarah Ann Pillsbury. 
Mr. George W. Tuxworth to Miss Ethelina Eaton. 


In Haverhill, Mass. Mr. Daniel Bickford to Miss° 


Hannah M. Peasley. 
eee 
Died in this City. 
‘Charles Frederick, son-of Mr. Charles Whitmote, 
22 months. 
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